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Between 1600 and 1929, perhaps seven million men and women left Ireland and crossed the
Atlantic. Ireland and Irish America is concerned with Catholics and Protestants, rural and urban
dwellers, men and women on both sides of that vast ocean. Drawing on over thirty years of
research, in sources as disparate as emigrants' letters and demographic data, it recovers the
experiences and opinions of emigrants as varied as the Rev. James McGregor, who in 1718 led the
first major settlement of Presbyterians from Ulster to the New World, Mary Rush, a desperate
refugee from the Great Famine in County Sligo, and Tom Brick, an Irish-speaking Kerryman on the
American prairie in the early 1900s. Above all, Ireland and Irish America offers a trenchant analysis
of mass migration's causes, its consequences, and its popular and political interpretations. In the
process, it challenges the conventional 'two traditions' (Protestant versus Catholic) paradigm of
Irish and Irish diasporan history, and it illuminates the hegemonic forces and relationships that
governed the Irish and Irish-American worlds created and linked by transatlantic capitalism.B
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