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It is 1884. Kate O'Reilly stares resolutely into the wind on deck of the Golden Vanity, as the
shoreline of her beloved Ireland disappears behind a veil of mist. Even now, she resists the
possibility that happiness could be found in America. It is her father's dream, not her own. The
story of Kate's personal journey begins amidst the mystical beauty of Glengariff, Ireland. She
learns early that love and laughter help to ease a soul's burden in life. Kate O'Reilly just 17, has
the pedigree of an Irish peasant and the confidence of a Celtic Warrior Queen. Out of a sense of
duty, Kate follows her parents to America and leaves behind a dream for her own future in Ireland,
the country she loves. At the end of the ocean voyage, Kate is beset by tragedy. A boiler explodes
and accelerates ferociously into an inferno of fire and chaos. Kate survives the terrifying shipwreck.
Her parents do not. In the days that follow, she is initiated into adulthood through a baptism of
heartache and adversity. Accompany Kate from the rugged Irish shoreline, through Chicago and on
to the verdant mountain valley of Santa Ynez, California where she finds love, happiness and
meaning for her life.
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